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St Luke’s Worship for Sunday 26th April 2020
Welcome and notices (!) from Fiona on YouTube https://youtu.be/2LnW3nxONqI
On this third Sunday of the Easter season, we continue to celebrate the miracles of the resurrection. Dying for us, Jesus restores us to life.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He has given us new life and hope.
He has raised Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own.

He has brought us out of darkness.
He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Song:

Man of Sorrows 

https://youtu.be/6mlZZJDfgjk
Confession – In You Alone – The Work of the People
Prayerfully reflect on this video as we collectively say sorry for all that we have done that has not withheld God’s purpose and glory, and know the power of the resurrection over evil and death…

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/in-you-alone?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=92a4098531-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_06_08_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_946e527274-92a4098531-53304533
Absolution
May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Bible Reading 

Luke 24:13-35
On the Road to Emmaus
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him,and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
Reflection by David
The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24 vv13-34)

               Cleopas and his companion are in crisis. Their world has been turned upside down, their hopes dashed. They are downcast, grief-stricken and afraid. They decide to walk to Emmaus (home?).

               Their journey falls into three sections-the walk to Emmaus, their recognising Jesus, and their return to Jerusalem, 14 miles total, so they must have been fit!

                What can we take from this story and how can we reflect on it?

· Jesus takes the initiative, He draws alongside. He is not invited, He just turns up- and still does. Question: how does He appear to us today?

· Cleopas and his companion do not immediately recognise Jesus. Why is this? What prevents us from recognising Jesus, as He draws alongside us?

· There is the moment of recognition. When have we experienced moments of recognition? How do we celebrate them and what do we learn from them?

· Cleopas and his companion are galvanised into action. They cannot keep the news that Jesus is alive to themselves. They must tell others. In these days how can we be effective bearers of the good news that Jesus is alive, that He is our living hope?

In short, this is the story of one particular journey in history, but it also serves as a template for the spiritual journey of each one of us. Jesus is alive and travels with us. Let us recall His final words to His disciples, as recorded in Matthew's Gospel "Behold, I am with you always"... Always means always!   

 




 David 20/04/2020

Song 
You are Holy (Prince of Peace)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6u92WpZhmE
Intercessions



God, whose peace is all-encompassing and calls us to action, permeate the Church and the world with your peace, and inspire us to take action to bring your kingdom to dark places. 
Amen.
Gracious God,
give skill, sympathy and resilience
to all who are caring for the sick,
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. Strengthen them with your Spirit,
that through their work
many will be restored to health;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
O God,
help me to trust you,
help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe
that nothing can separate me
from your love
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

from St Patrick’s Breastplate 
O gracious and holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive you, diligence to seek you,
patience to wait for you,
eyes to behold you,
a heart to meditate upon you, and a life to proclaim you, through the power of the spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

St Benedict 
Spend some time lifting specific people or needs up to the Lord…..
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

All
Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name;


your kingdom come;


your will be done;


on earth as in heaven.


Give us today our daily bread.


Forgive us our sins,


as we forgive those who sin against us.


Lead us not into temptation;


but deliver us from evil.


For the kingdom, the power 


and the glory are yours


now and for ever.  

Amen.
Song:

This is amazing grace  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgsbaBIaoVc
Closing words from Fiona on YouTube
https://youtu.be/4ER6AIridPs
Closing Prayer
May you know God’s presence in your lives, 

May you recognise God’s glory in our world, 

And may you share God’s love with those around you. 
Amen. 
Go in the light and peace of Christ, alleluia alleluia. 

Thanks be to God, alleluia alleluia.
