Words for Morning Worship

Second Sunday of Easter

19th April 2020
Well, good morning and welcome to our service today. Yet another where we are separated physically, but most definitely Spiritually joined together as a fellowship, committed to Jesus Christ, Risen and Glorified! As Fiona said last week, the church is empty like the tomb, but we are alive like the disciples ready to continue to worship and serve. I think it is tremendously encouraging to know we are worshipping together, so let us pray:
Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:

open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,

to the praise of God the Father. Amen
Worship song:
Majesty, worship His majesty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaRwD2Y7C0s
Confession

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,

we come to you in sorrow for our sins,

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

We have lived by our own strength,

and not by the power of your resurrection.

In your mercy, forgive us.

All   Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes,

as faithless and not believing.

In your mercy, forgive us.

All   Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived for this world alone,

and doubted our home in heaven.

In your mercy, forgive us.

All   Lord, hear us and help us.
We join together in the words of the Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
John 20:19-31

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Talk by Liz
Good morning.

I would like take this opportunity, as we are all at home, to present today’s talk in a different way than I would usually be able to do.

I would like us to consider the reading and take time, in our own homes, to reflect a little more deeply than we would normally be able to do in a service.

Today’s reading is a scenario of the disciples, having been all that has happened in the last week, locked in room and afraid to go out.

Place yourself in the scene for a few minutes.  Read the passage again.  What is your first reaction?

Does any of it resonate for you, does it ask any questions of you, does reassure you?   

Obviously, we are in a different situation today but you may be feeling quite anxious at the moment, and in fear of all that is happening around you.    

You may be having some doubts as to where God is during this time.

You may be feeling held by God and full of hope and faith for the future, knowing these days will pass.

You may be thanking and praising all that God has done for us in his Son.  “The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord”.   They knew the message of the Cross was real.

It may be you have  a mixture of all these emotions, that can change each day.  That is usual in an uncertain time of change.

It may be you experiencing none these feelings.

Wherever and whatever you feel this message has a lot to say to us.

Go back to the reading:

How does it feel when Christ enters the room and says: 

Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

The disciples knew at this point that Jesus was with them.   They rejoiced when they had seen him enter the room and now, He is preparing them for the future.  

I am sure they would not have fully understood what that would mean for them. To see Jesus then would have been enough for them. They were delighted and amazed -stay with that amazement for a few moments.

There was, however, one disciple who was not there when Jesus first appeared – Thomas.  I wonder if we identify with him at all.  He could not believe until he, too, had seen Jesus.

Thomas had a cautious approach to believing in the resurrection.

As N T Wright says in his commentary Thomas had earlier complained that Jesus had not made things clear enough Chap 14:5, and then he was the one who happened to be somewhere elsewhere when it was all happening with Jesus returning.   He was not going to be taken in at all by what the others were telling him – he wanted see for himself.  

His need to see Jesus, Wright says, is an encouragement to those who come later.  We are, he says, all blessed when, without having seen the risen Lord for ourselves, we nevertheless believe.

Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. (v29)

Jesus, has by his death and resurrection brought life and light to the world.  The resurrection points to the healing and restoring of the world.  As Wright goes on to say – the resurrection is not only new creation it is new creation.   We are never going to be the same.

Whether we feel it or not, whether we are afraid or not, whether we feel full of hope and faith, or not – we are blessed as believe that Jesus is here with us, and will continue to be with us , as we journey through these uncertain days.  

Just because we cannot see Jesus, or we may not hear from him, or feel his presence does not mean He is has left us in any situation we face, his spirit is still with us.   As we look back over our lives, and often when we had doubts, we can often see where God was working, lifting us bringing us the right people to help.  His love is unchanging, we just need to believe.

The disciples had been very afraid and uncertain in that locked room but became great witnesses and spread the message of Jesus far and wide.  It would be extremely challenging for them, often violent and ultimately would lead to their deaths.   They believed and were sent, in the same we are today.

How can we respond be to this reading?  We are not able to go out and bear witness but we can be ready for when we are able to do so.

We can:

Pray– spend time with Him in a quiet place and pray, look around you (perhaps if you can go on a daily walk, use that time).  What areas come to mind for you to pray about –personal, local or global.    Take any concerns to him, thank Him for all he has done, ask for him to show you afresh what he is calling you to do.

Look at all that is going on around you now – where can you see God at work – in your lives, locally and globally.  In all the pain and uncertainty can we see signs of God at work, and how.  Pray for Him to show you areas that need his healing touch and prayer for that.

Read the Bible – refresh your soul with his Word and thank him for all he has done.

Worship – find a way of listening to sacred music, songs, hymns or whatever lifts your spirit and worship Him for all He has done.

Thomas had his doubts, it is natural, we too have our doubts from time to time.   If we acknowledge and tackle those doubts and pray to Him for his will for us,  we can be stronger in our understanding  of God and how He is working in our lives.
Let’s pray:

We thank you for all you have done for us, for sending your Son to die, for his resurrection and for filling us with your spirit.  

Forgive us for the times when we doubt you, for not taking time to know your will in our lives and for wanting to do things and solve things our way.

We pray that during this week we will know you afresh through prayer, your word, and through worship and to share your love with those around us by praying for them and by acts of kindness.

We ask this in your name.

Amen
Prayers – please use the prompts below to pray what is on your heart.

1. The Church throughout the world, those in authority; the persecuted; those planting new churches
2. For our World; God’s creation and our part in it; for those in authority; for peace in areas of conflict; for aid and support to reach those who need it.
3. For our local community; everyone who is self isolating, those still working, for the NHS staff, those in caring roles and essential jobs. 
4. For all those who are suffering, physically or mentally;

5. For our own church fellowship; for Fiona, churchwardens and PCC. The Ministry Leadership team, and all those undertaking leading roles. For ourselves as we seek to maintain and strengthen our faith at this time.
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us


Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name;


your kingdom come;


your will be done;


on earth as in heaven.


Give us today our daily bread.


Forgive us our sins,


as we forgive those who sin against us.


Lead us not into temptation;


but deliver us from evil.


For the kingdom, the power 


and the glory are yours


now and for ever.  Amen.
As we end our service, let us commit ourselves to Him afresh:
May God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

strengthen us to walk with him in his risen life. 

May we live our lives in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Amen
Worship song:
Beautiful Saviour

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSm6fdZHl5Q
